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in Class 6, and six hours in Classes 7 and 8, out of thirty-six
hours in rural schools. Excursions form an integral part of
polytechnisation. Four, five, or six have to be made in a term to
factories or enterprises connected with the children's work.
From fifteen years old the pupils will have occasional practical
work at the factory bench.
It must not be imagined that all children on leaving 'school
enter a factory. Very many of them will enter the professions or
art. These will go to a technician, or institute, according to the
age of leaving school. But all the children will have worked
together at the bench, as will both sexes. They will all have
learnt something of economics, industry, and production gener-
ally. They will have learnt the interdependence of all types of
work and workers. This it is hoped will prevent the gulf that has
hitherto existed between manual and intellectual workers.
Again, the children do not necessarily enter the industry of
the factory to which the school is attached. In a Moscow school
attached to the Izvestya printing works, only 40 per cent of the
children leaving entered the works, I was informed, in 1932.
There were many problems confronting educationists in the
sphere of polytechnisation: teachers, tools, equipment, material,
etc. Research work was begun almost as soon as polytechnisa-
tion became a practical measure. In 1931 the Institute of Poly-
technisation was organised in Moscow. The Director Nechayev
is infectiously enthusiastic, and, like so many other directors of
educational institutions that I frequented, very able. The youth-
ful Professor Gaisinovich is at the head of the Department of
Methods and Studies. The purpose of the Institute, as Nechayev
told me in 1932, is " to find out how to train children as Com-
munist citizens who will not only be skilled workers—that is not
enough for a Soviet citizen—but who will have a knowledge and
understanding of the foundations of science, and the scientific
basis of industry. Only with the help of such workers will it be
possible to realise the aimc to catch up and outstrip the foremost
capitalist country in the world.* "
The problem of teachers is a very serious one. The instructor

